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“Without the presence of the merciful Father, we are delivered up to our 
faults, without any possible remedy. There would be no forgiveness of 

error or sin. No place for weakness, frailty, or failure, all of which are 

nonetheless a part of our lives. 
We would be, in a way, condemned to succeed at life…putting a terrible 

weight on our shoulders, an obligation to be superhuman, going from 

success to success without any possibility of failure. ”  
 

Father Jacques Phillipe 

 
 

1. How did you learn the concept of ‘Father’? What are the ways in which the 

Father-figures in your life shaped (for better or worse) your understanding of 

the Father? 

 

2. What comes into your mind when you think about God the Father? Do you 

think this image is accurate?  

 

3. How often do you turn back to the Father? Do you approach Him as a slave, 

orphan, or child?  

 

4. What stands out to you about the behavior of the Father in the Prodigal Son? 

What is Jesus trying to tell you about His Father? 

 

 

 

 

 


