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Reflective Questions 

“Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man shall be betrayed to the 

chief priests, and to the scribes and ancients, and they shall condemn him 

to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles.” –Mark 10:33 

 

1. As Jesus undertakes His final journey to Jerusalem and His crucifixion, 

His teachings grow more intense. He warns the disciples for the third time 

about the horrible things that are about to transpire, but they do not yet 

understand how Jesus will triumph over heaven and earth. John and James 

think about Jesus’s Kingship in an earthly, political way instead of an 

everlasting, spiritual way. Because of their tunnel-vision, they ask him to 

give them the place of honor at his court so they will be viewed as powerful. 

Have you ever had tunnel-vision that caused you to ignore the fullness of 

God’s plan in your life? This Lent, instead of asking God to help you achieve 

the things you desire, try asking Him for the grace to see what He is calling 

you to do.  

 

2. When Jesus asks the disciples whether they wish to drink the cup He will 

soon drink of, He is referring to the same cup that he asks God to take away 

from Him (if possible) in the Garden of Gethsemane—the cup of the 

Passion. Though Jesus has clearly explained to them the suffering He must 

undergo to be triumphant, James and John ask Jesus to simply appoint 

them to His court without any cross-bearing. Has there been a time in your 

life in which you looked upon the sacrifice of Jesus as simply glorious and 

triumphant without acknowledging the deep suffering and humiliation of 

His Passion? Though it can be difficult, meditate upon the sacrifice Jesus 

made for us so we can approach His heavenly throne.  

 



3. At Jesus’s baptism, the entire Trinity is present on earth—Jesus in the 

flesh, the Holy Spirit descending, and the Father’s voice proclaiming that 

He is well pleased with His Son! Scott points out that the words the Father 

speaks are quoted from a Psalm written by King David and used at his son 

Solomon’s coronation. Now, consider your own baptism as a coronation in 

which God calls you to action. Do your thoughts, words, and deeds please 

God, Our Father? 

 

4. Jesus’s baptism is what pledges Him to the Cross. Scott reminds us that 

the Gospel according to St Mark was written for a community of new 

believers being persecuted and terrorized. They needed hope! Have you 

ever felt like your cross is too heavy to bear? Consider that through our 

baptism, we are also pledged to bear our own crosses. Don’t despair—this is 

good news for us (and for James and John)! Jesus promises James and 

John that they will enter into glory—not the one they ask for, but the one 

Jesus has prepared for them. Jesus empowers all of us to take up our 

crosses. Without Good Friday, we cannot make it to Easter Sunday. This is 

good news! 

 “Come to me, all you that labour, and are burdened, and I will refresh 

you.”—Matthew 11:28 


