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Rich in Mercy 

Deacon Harold 

 

Let us pray. God, our Father, we give You honor and praise, glory, blessing, and 

thanksgiving. We thank You for this day, we thank You for the gift of our life, we 

thank You for the incredible love and mercy You have shown to us through Your 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We thank You for the incredible power of 

reconciliation and forgiveness, which You have bestowed so abundantly upon us. 

Lord, allow us to be vehicles of Your mercy and reconciliation to others, so that as 

You forgive us, we will also forgive those who trespass against us. We ask this in 

Your holy and precious name. Amen. 

We all live with the reality of human frailty and weakness, both within ourselves 

and in those that we love. We must recognize and acknowledge the reality of sin. 

That it affects us and speaks to us within the depths of our being. Yet we cannot 

allow the pain of sin and the suffering that it causes to take root in our hearts. We 

cannot allow sin to control us, or its anguish to overwhelm us. Conquering sin in 

our lives begins with personal transformation, with an interior conversion that 

reveals the fundamental truth that God is love. Sin damages our relationship of 

life-giving communion with God and, through the sacrament of reconciliation, our 

merciful Father restores us to life. 

Let me give you an example. Say you are working at your job, you’re in the office, 

and you work at a cubicle. And the person next to you, you find out from the water 

cooler, is someone who’s fallen away from the faith, and you decide “You know 

what? I want to share my experience of Jesus Christ with someone else.” And so 

you go to the person’s cubicle and say “Excuse me.” The person looks up at you. 

“Yes.” “Hi, I work in the cubicle here next to you. Hey, I heard that you were a 

person of faith. Hey, guess what? I am someone who goes to Mass every day. I 

would love for you to come to Mass with me today.” “I’m not going anywhere 

with you. Get out of my face.” “Oh, okay. I just thought I’d ask.” 

But the friend is persistent. He goes back the next day. “Excuse me.” “Yes.” “Hi, 

it’s me from yesterday. I asked you to come to Mass and you said no, but I thought 

I’d ask you today. Maybe you changed your mind.” “No. Bye.” But he’s persistent 

and he goes back the next day, and the next day. Finally on Friday, “Excuse me.” 

“Ugh. Look, every day you come here and you ask me to go to church with you 

and I tell you no. Look, I’ll go with you today on one condition: that after today, 

you never ask me again.” “Okay, great!”  
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And so they leave the office and they make their way down the street, and they go 

a little further, get to the church, and they go inside the church and they get there a 

little bit early. And the first friend notices that the light is on in the confessional. 

And so he turns to his friend and he says “Since you’re here, father’s hearing 

confessions. Maybe this is an opportunity for you to reconcile.” “Whoa, whoa, 

whoa, hey. Look, I don’t want to be here with you right now. What makes you 

think I’m going to go in some dark box and talk to some man about my sins? Get 

out of my face.” “Oh, okay. I’m going to go.” 

So the first friend goes in, he makes a good confession, he comes out, he does his 

penance, Mass goes on as normal. And after Mass, the friend says “Remember our 

deal.” “Yep, I’m never going to ask you again.” And as they’re crossing the street 

there’s a horrific accident, and both friends are killed. They are now standing 

before Jesus. The friend from the cubicle goes first. “Lord, of all the things I’ve 

done wrong in my life, all of the offences I’ve committed against Your holy name, 

which one was the worst?”  

And Jesus, without saying anything, stands back and reveals to him, like a movie 

screen, all of his unrepented mortal sins. Sins that cut him off from God’s life. And 

the final slide is from the movie The Passion of the Christ, the Lord’s broken, 

bloodied body on the cross, and the Lord turns to him and says “Your sins put Me 

there.” Poof, he disappears. Now, the second friend goes. This is the friend who 

initiated the invitation, the one who went to the sacrament of reconciliation and 

received communion worthily. He stands before the Lord and says “Lord, of all the 

sins I’ve committed in my entire life, all the sins against Your holy name, which 

one was the worst?” And Jesus looks at him confused, almost bewildered, and says 

to him “I don’t remember.” That’s the power of reconciliation. God forgets the sin. 

Committing sin means, then, that we are not bad people. Sin means that we’re 

human, that we make mistakes - sometimes really big, scary, messy ones - and that 

we are still dealing with the effects of The Fall, of Original Sin. We inherently 

desire and are attracted to truth and goodness and beauty, but at the same time 

we’re inclined toward sin. Sin occurs when we freely choose to put us first and 

God second. When we think we know more than God. Remember, that was the lie 

of the garden: “You will be like God.”  

Sin occurs when we live according to the dictates of the culture, and not according 

to God’s truth, where Christ is at the heart and at the center of all of our actions 

and decisions. When this happens, we act like the angry mob of the gospel. We 

busy ourselves with the seriousness of other people’s sins, while downplaying the 

gravity of our own by rationalizing them away. We say things like “Yeah, I 

cheated on my wife. But hey, I’m not leaving her or the kids, so what I did wasn’t 
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that bad. Besides, you know, it’s not like I forced myself on someone. You know, 

we’re both two consenting adults.” Or “Yeah, so I stole some money, or I stole 

some time from work. Big deal. They don’t pay me enough to do this job anyway. 

Hey, it’s not like I robbed a bank.” Or even “Yeah, so I don’t go to church every 

Sunday. As long as I go a few times, God won’t care. I’m still a good person.” We 

write off our sins as if they were tax credits, convincing ourselves that our sins are 

no big deal. That God is bigger, and that He has other things to worry about, and 

that we’ll go to heaven no matter what we do. Ah, think again. 

This was the mentality of the angry mob that tried to stone the adulterous woman. 

They decided to use the woman as a political tool, a pawn to try and trick Jesus. 

You see, when they brought her to Jesus, if Jesus... and they said “Well, should we 

stone her?” If He says “No,” they’ll say “Well, You can’t be the Messiah because 

You’re teaching against the law, which says that if you’re caught in adultery 

you’re stoned to death.” If He said “Yes,” then He’s teaching love, and 

forgiveness, and mercy. He’s contradicting Himself. “We’ve got Him.” So they 

thought.  

So what does Jesus do instead? He bends down on the ground and He starts 

writing, almost ignoring them, you know. Here they are, trying to convict the man 

who eats and drinks with sinners and trying to get Him to lose credibility amongst 

His followers, and Jesus is unfazed and apparently doesn’t want to be bothered 

with their foolishness, and He invites them to look within themselves. 

Now, we don’t know what He wrote, but my guess is that He probably wrote 

something like “Where’s the guy?” Because the laws for stoning in Leviticus 

chapter 20 verse 10, and Deuteronomy chapter 22 verse 22 clearly says that if a 

man and a woman are caught in adultery, both are stoned to death. So she was 

caught with somebody. Where is he? So if you’re going to get me on the law, then 

where’s the guy? You see. Well, we don’t know for sure He wrote that. That’s 

what I think. But He was showing the inner contradiction. That’s the bigger 

picture. 

He invited them examine their consciences and to admit the hypocrisy of their self-

righteousness. And after they all dropped their stones and walked away, the 

woman is left standing before the one who is truly without sin, who is truly 

righteous. The just judge does not condemn, but forgives her. He saves her life by 

saving her soul from death. Now, notice Jesus says “Go and sin no more.” He 

doesn’t say “Go and try real hard.” No, “Don’t do that again. Avoid everything that 

will lead you into that same sin again. Remain in My love, and let the Holy Spirit 

of My life flow within you. Cooperate with the graces I’ve just given you, so you 
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can be perfect as the Heavenly Father is perfect, mature, whole, and complete in 

your journey of faith.” 

Today, our Lord, Jesus Christ, the bridegroom, stands before His bride, the church. 

God is the spouse who sacrificed His life for His bride, and who deserves all of our 

love we can give in complete fidelity to the marriage covenant He made with us on 

the cross and sealed with His blood. Instead, we cheat on Him by looking for 

fulfillment and excitement from other lovers who cannot possibly deliver on their 

promises. We become slaves of the culture that looks us in the face and lies to us, 

that tries to convince us that we can do no wrong, and that hides sinful behavior 

behind the thin veil of fell-good platitudes and half-truths. Jesus Christ is the 

fullness of truth and the source of life, and in freely rejecting His life-giving love 

we choose death. We choose to cut ourselves off from the life of God. 

There is an immense and raging battle within our human heart: Whether to follow 

God’s will or law, or whether to surrender to our own sinful desires, and pleasures, 

and gratifications. Many of us choose to ignore the Father’s merciful love and 

succumb to the fleeting temptations of sin. As pleasurable as sin may be at the 

outset, however, it ultimately leaves us empty, and desolate, and void. It creates a 

chasm, a feeling of isolation and shallowness. This is a direct result of our existing 

outside of the divine relationship. The process of healing and reunion can only 

truly begin once the desire and longing for love and communion is reawakened 

within us, leading us to conversion, penance, and the reconciliation of ourselves to 

God. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, we don’t like to hear or talk about sin because sin 

is so personal. Sin is painful. We’re embarrassed. We have to understand that all of 

us are sinners in need of God’s incredible mercy. Don’t feel that you’re so far 

away from where you believe that we should be that you don’t even make the 

effort to cooperate with what God wants to do in your life. Even though human 

beings fail, God’s love never fails. God’s love never turns away. God will never 

stop loving us, ever. Jesus Christ is the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 

world, and there is nothing that we can ever do, there is no sin too great, no hurt 

too deep that cannot be forgiven by the rich mercy and healing power of God’s 

life-giving love. Jesus came not to condemn, but to save. To give us new and 

everlasting life with Him. Strengthened by the Eucharist, let us go forward and 

hope to become living sacraments of God’s divine love, and true signs and 

witnesses of mercy and forgiveness to the world. Let us pray. 

Lord God, we thank You. We thank You and we honor You for gracing us with 

Your loving presence this day. Lord, we ask You to help us to call to mind, even 

though it may be painful, those times that we have freely separated ourselves from 
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Your love. And Lord, in Your mercy, give us the courage and the strength and the 

grace to bring these sins before You. To confess our sins, and to receive Your 

healing mercy through the power of the priest, those words of Jesus spoken to us 

through His chosen instrument, so that we could continue to be Your children. We 

want to run into Your loving arms so You can embrace us and hold us, and tell us 

that everything is going to be alright. And we thank You for being our Father. We 

thank You, Lord Jesus, for being our brother. We thank You for giving us the Holy 

Spirit, that always keeps us close to You. And we praise You in the name of Jesus, 

our Lord. Amen. 

 


