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Reflective Questions  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, 
would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, 

so that where I am you also may be. Where [I] am going you know the way.” 
-- John  14: 1-4 

"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting 
of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."  -- 1 Corinthians 15:56 

• What example did the Blessed Virgin Mary give us for how to continue 
living in faith when we have lost someone we love? What can we learn 
from how she lived through her son’s suffering and death? 

• God will bless our lives and our loved ones when we ask Him to. He can 
bring about His glory by doing this through us, through our lives, and 
even through our deaths. Whether you know someone close to their death 
now or someone who has already passed, ask the Lord to bless them and 
to reveal His face, love and mercy in their life and through their death. 

• The prayers of the suffering are some of the most powerful. If you are 
currently suffering, try to remember how close Jesus is right now. You are 
near to Him on the cross. Offer up to the Lord your pain, suffering and 
grief. And ask the Lord to show you that death has not won. 

• Death has no sting because Christ died on the cross and opened Heaven 
for us. Death has no sting because God gave His only begotten Son 
through His life, death and resurrection, for us. So do not despair. Do not 
think God is punishing you by taking your loved one from your life. We 
know that death is not the end. Pray for your loved one. Here is St. 
Gertrude’s Prayer for the Poor Souls in Purgatory: “Eternal Father, I offer 



Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the 
masses said throughout the world today, for all the holy souls in 
purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, 
those in my own home and within my family. Amen.”


